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@ September 13,2025 ¥ IICA

13 September 2025, San José: The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) is urging governments, the private sector, and international partners to
place rural youth at the center of sustainable development strategies in Latin

America and the Caribbean.

The call to action follows demographic shifts across the region, where falling birth and
mortality rates coupled with higher life expectancy are creating an aging population. At
the same time, rural-to-urban migration continues to intensify, driving inequality and
weakening rural communities.
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“Rural youth are leaving because they lack infrastructure, connectivity, quality education,
and work opportunities,” said Manuel Otero, Director General of IICA, alongside Jorge
Werthein, Special Advisor, and Sandra Ziegler, Consultant. “This exodus drains human
capital, disrupts generational succession in agriculture, and threatens food security, while
receiving cities struggle with overcrowding and social exclusion.”

According to IICA, reversing these trends requires not stopping migration, but creating
real alternatives that make staying in rural areas a desirable choice. This involves:
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¢ Investing in essential services such as transportation, digital connectivity, healthcare,
housing, access to land, and quality education.

e Strengthening rural education systems, including secondary and technical programs
aligned with 21st-century challenges, incorporating digital knowledge, agricultural
innovation, and stronger ties to local productive environments.

e Promoting university engagement as hubs of science, technology, and innovation that
connect with rural territories.

e Building agribusiness ecosystems for youth, with policies to expand production,
financing, mentorship, and access to land and markets, while ensuring sustainability,
gender inclusion, and community participation.

e Engaging the private sector and international cooperation to generate employment,

provide resources, and transfer technology.

“Investing in rural youth is investing in social cohesion, food security, and sustainability
for the entire region,” added Otero. “They must be recognized as protagonists of the
future, with the right to choose where and how they live.”
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IICA emphasized that coordinated policies and partnerships are essential to harness the
transformative potential of digital agriculture, biosciences, and innovation while ensuring
that rural communities remain vibrant and resilient.

Also Read: Largest CNH Delivery in India: 117 Harvesters and 234 Tractors Handed
Over to Manjra Group

&2 If You're in Agriculture, Make Sure the Right People Hear Your Story.

From product launches to strategic announcements, Global Agriculture offers unmatched
visibility across international agri-business markets. Connect with us at pr@global-
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1. FAO Regional Ministerial Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean: Director-
General urges more action against hunger, measures to safeguard SIDS

2. New UN report: Hunger in Latin America and the Caribbean rose by 13.8 million
people in just one year

3. FAO and CGIAR work to further science and innovation in agrifood systems in Latin
America and the Caribbean

4. UN Report: 131 million people in Latin America and the Caribbean cannot access a

healthy diet
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Australia: AgSkilled to put growers behind the wheel this harvest with
ag training

@ August 15, 2022


https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/fao-regional-ministerial-conference-for-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-director-general-urges-more-action-against-hunger-measures-to-safeguard-sids/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/fao-regional-ministerial-conference-for-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-director-general-urges-more-action-against-hunger-measures-to-safeguard-sids/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/new-un-report-hunger-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-rose-by-13-8-million-people-in-just-one-year/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/new-un-report-hunger-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-rose-by-13-8-million-people-in-just-one-year/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/fao-and-cgiar-work-to-further-science-and-innovation-in-agrifood-systems-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/fao-and-cgiar-work-to-further-science-and-innovation-in-agrifood-systems-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/un-report-131-million-people-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-cannot-access-a-healthy-diet/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/un-report-131-million-people-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-cannot-access-a-healthy-diet/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/australia-agskilled-to-put-growers-behind-the-wheel-this-harvest-with-ag-training/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/australia-agskilled-to-put-growers-behind-the-wheel-this-harvest-with-ag-training/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/australia-agskilled-to-put-growers-behind-the-wheel-this-harvest-with-ag-training/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/australia-agskilled-to-put-growers-behind-the-wheel-this-harvest-with-ag-training/
https://www.global-agriculture.com/global-agriculture/australia-agskilled-to-put-growers-behind-the-wheel-this-harvest-with-ag-training/

syngenta.

United States

New fungicide in development shown to boost wheat yield by more
than 1 t/ha in trials

® June 11, 2021

How Plants are Learning to Spot Sneaky Bacterial Invadersa
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Corteva and the National Potato Council Collaborate to Improve Yields
for Farmers in Kenya
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2022 World Food Prize Awarded to NASA Climate Scientist

& May 6, 2022

Agricultural, forestry and fishery export turnover reaches record high
in 2021

@ December 30, 2021

Trending Now

India’s Onion Acreage Up ~8%; Potato Area Jumps ~22.9%: Centre Says Sowing on Target

Global Pesticides Market to Reach USD 147.35 Billion by 2037, Herbicides and Asia-Pacific
to Lead: Research Nester

¥1,166 Crore Projects Launched to Boost Dairy and Livestock Sector in India; 125 Crore
Animal Vaccinations Announced under PM Dhan-Dhanya Krishi Yojana
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Meet Shahadul Islam: The Rice Farmer Using Digital Tools To Improve Yield And Quality

BioSTL and AgVaya Launch Global AgXelerate to Link Agri Startups, Investors and Farmers
Worldwide
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New Holland Launches New Tractor Workmaster 105 with
HVAC Cabin

@ October 15, 2025

15 October 2025, Zirakpur: New Holland, a brand of CNH, has launched Workmaster 105 with HVAC
Cabin (Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning),

UNARGA Conference: The New Challenges of Agricultural Journalism

@ October 11, 2025
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New Holland Hosts the MEA & CIS Importers Convention: Honoring Achievements,
Shaping The Future.

@ October 11, 2025

2025 John Deere Classic Raises Record $16.9 Million For Charity

& October 10, 2025

BioSTL and AgVaya Launch Global AgXelerate to Link Agri
Startups, Investors and Farmers Worldwide

@ October 15, 2025

15 October 2025, New Delhi: To connect agricultural innovators with global markets, global capital
investments and technology ecosystems across countries, a cross-border
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Verdia Diagnostics: Turning Plants into Early-Warning Systems for Crop Disease

@ October 15, 2025

Zambia Launches Innovative Legal Hub to Strengthen Wildlife Conservation and
Lm Food Security
OR

@ October 14, 2025

The Future is Local: Driving Systems Change and Accelerating Impacts Where It
Matters Most

@ October 14, 2025

Ecorobotix Secures $150M to Accelerate AlPowered Plant-
by-Plant™ Care, Unveiling New Innovation at Agritechnica

@ October 15, 2025
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15 October 2025, Switzerland: Ecorobotix, a company working in Al-powered Ultra-High Precision (UHP)

spraying, is driving the future of sustainable agriculture with

Seed2Grow Spotlight: NC State’s Tahira Pirzada Expands Soteria Formulations’
Global Reach

@ September 28, 2025

APOLO Biotech, Capsber Agriscience, and Vet Konect Named Finalists in World
Food Prize Foundation’s Innovate for Impact Challenge

@ September 11, 2025

Bayer Foundation And United Nations Capital Development Fund Partner On New
Investment Vehicle For Food Systems Enterprises

@ August 27, 2025

HAS Green Academy Programmes Ranked Among the Best in the
Netherlands

@ October 15, 2025

Voices On Climate: “Building Up Living Soil Is Crucial Here In Egypt, Too"

@ October 11, 2025

Alembic Pharmaceuticals and Amlan International launch Feed Additive
MinerTox-Z and MinerTox-A for Poultry in India

@ October 10, 2025

Forum for Resilience in Africa 2025: Farmers Must Become Providers of Food
Aid, Not Recipients, Say Experts

@ October 10, 2025
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